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ORISSA 
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The province of Orissa is on the 
east coast of India. Its shores are 
washed by the waters of the Bay of 
Bengal. It has a very ancient history. 
It is first mentioned in old records 
during the time of Asoka, who reigned 
in India three hundred years before 
Christ. In those days Orissa was 
known as Kalinga and was a very 
powerful kingdom. It was the con- 
quest of Kalinga by Asoka that 
changed him from a warlike king 
into a disciple of Buddha. The sight 
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of the death and destructicn caused 
by the Kalinga 
war upset him so 
greatly that he was 


overcome with 
sorrow and grief. 


From that moment 
he decided tg 


ଲୋ change his life and 
to conquer by love instead of by the 
sword. 

After Asoka, in the second century 
B.C., Kharavela was king of Orissa. 
He conquered a “great portion of 
India. It was he who cut out the 
caves in the hills of Udayagiri and 
Khandagiri near Bhubaneswar. 
History is silent about the period 
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from the” Ist century B.C. to 7th 
century A.D. The great Chinese 
pilgrim Hiuen Tsang visited Orissa 
in the 7th century and found many 
temples of the Brahmins and Bud- 
dhists in the country. 

From the 8th century A.D. to the 
hiddle of the sixteenth century A.D. 
there were independent kings belong- 
ing to the Bhauma, Kesari, Ganga, 
Surya, and Bhoi dynasties. These 
kings were great builders of temples 
which they erected at Jajpur, Ratna- 
giri, Udayagiri, Nalatigiri, Bhubanes- 
war, Puri, Konarak and other places. 
The last Oriya independent king was 
Mukunda Deva. He was defeated by 
the Afghans of Bengal in A.D. 1568. 
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The division of ancieft Orissa 
began with the occupation of the 
country by the Mohammedan rulers 
of Golconda and later on by Akbar 
in A.D. i598. In the middle of the 
eighteenth century a portion of Orissa 
was Occupied by the Bhonsle kings of 
Nagpur, whilst the rest remained 
under Nawabs of Bengal. This is 
mentioned in the Dewani Sanad of 
Shah Alam, the Moghul Emperor 
of Delhi which he granted to Lord 
Clive in 1765. The British conquered 
Orissa from the Marathas in 1803. 

From 1803 to 1912 the three dis- 
tricts of Puri, Cuttack and Balasore 
and 17 Orissa States were included 
in Bengal, whilst: all the other Oriya 


4. 
Digitized by PPRACHIN, SOA 


speaking tracts were divided between 
Madras and the Central Provinces. 
In 1912, the Bihar and Orissa Pro- 
vince was created out of Bengal, and 
in 1936 the Orissa Province, as we 
now know it, was created with a 
portion of land from Madras and the 
Central Provinces. 
2 
Orissa had long been known as the 
“ Cinderella” of Indian Provinces. 
Other parts of India sometimes 
thought that its people were not up- 
to-date. This was very unjust, because 
the Oriyas have always been highly 
industrious and are clever workers. 
` Orissa has an area of about 34,000 
square miles, with a population of 
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more than eight millions, most of 
whom are Hindus. It is in the main 
an agricultural province, though large 
areas are covered with forests which 
produce much timber. So many 
tigers and snakes live in these forests, 
that the men who go to cut down 
the trees have to be very careful, 
otherwise they are likely to become 
the victims of these beasts and reptiles. 
Theuseful elephant and the gentle deer 
are also found in large numbers in the 
jungles. The .chief mineral products 
are iron, coal, manganese and mica. 
In fact 60 per cent or more of Indian 
iron ore comes from Orissa and 
Orissa States. 

There is a thriving fish industry. 

6 


Digitized by PPRACHIN, SOA 


Over sixty-thousand maunds of fresh 
fish are exported to Calcutta every 
year. There is also a big trade in 
dried fish. 

Lhe Government has recently 
created the Utkal University with 
large colleges at Cuttack, Puri, 
Balasore, Sambalpore, .Parlakimedi, 
Berhampore and Balangir. This has 
given the people of Orissa great en- 
couragement. They know that no 
province or state can progress with- 
out higher education, and under the 
guiding hand of its Vice-Chancellor, 
the Utkal University will soon pro- 
vide Orissa with numbers of well- 
trained meh and women to further 
its advance and prosperity. 
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Cuttack is the capital of the pro- 
vince. It is situated on the Delta of 
the Mahanadi river. 

From ancient times the tivers 
Mahanadi and Kathajori had over- 
flown their banks during the monsoon 
thus endangering the city of Cuttack. 
To protect the city, its ancient kings 
built a stone embankment along the 
banks of the two rivers. 

Cuttack has remained the capital 
of Orissa since the rule of the Ganga 
kings. They called it Baranasi 
Kataka. It was first attacked in 1360 
by Firoz Shah of Delhi, who came to 
Orissa hunting elephants. 

The Barbati Fort was built by 
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ENTRANCE TO THE BARMATI FORT 


kings of Orissa at.the begining of the 
16th century A.D. Later on the 
Moghul and Maratha Governors used 
to reside there. Its ancient grandeur 
is now gone and it is a mere ruin. 
The Governor’s House has been built 
within the fort enclosure. 

The craftsmen of Cuttack are 
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noted for their work in gold and 
silver filigree. The Utkal University is 
centred round the Ravenshaw College. 

The crowning glory of Orissa is, 
of course, the town of Puri, which con- 
tains the famous temple of Jagannath. 
This temple has been described in 
the little book on Puri, which wil! 


¥ 


A ded revs 


FILIGREE WORKS MADE IN CUTTACK 
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RAVENSHAW COLLEGE, CUTTACK 


interest you greatly if you have not 
already seen it. I need only say 
here that to visit Orissa without 


seeing Puri is like paying a visit to 
Agra without seeing the Taj Mahal. 
There are other attractions in Puri 
besides Jagannath’s temple. The mag- 
nificent beach on which one can walk 
on soft sand for miles is a paradise 
for all children and grown-ups in 
search of health-giving sea breezes. 


It 
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Next in importance to Puri are the 
ruins of the Konarak temple. Konarak 
is twenty miles to the north-east of 
Puri. During the monsoon the bul- 
lock-cart is 
the only 
safemethod 
of getting 
to Kona- 
walk At 
_ other times 
‘a motor car 
will take us 


"i 


very close 
6.4 LE A 
JAGAMOHAN (BLACK PAGODA) AT KONARAK ruins. It 


has been said that “‘there is no 
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monument of Hinduism that is at 
once so stupendous and so perfectly 
proportioned as the Black Pagoda at 


Konarak.” 


The Sun temple at Konarak was 
built by King Narasinha Deva II 
of the Ganga Dynasty in the middle 
of the thirteenth century A.D. In 
course of time the temple became 


a heap of 
ruins. The 
Archaeolo- 
gical Depart- 
ment of the 
Government 
of India has 
spent large 
SUS oF 


A WHEEL OF THE SUN-GOD’S CIIARIOT 
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money in repairing the Natamandir 
portion of the temple. It is now 
quite easy to see the full beauty of 
the wonderful carvings on the plinth 
of the temple, including the massive 
wheels. These 
make it clear 
thatthetemple 
was built to 
resemble the 
chariot of the 
SUM Ged. 
Even the roof 
of the temple 
1S covered 
with elaborate 
carvings. 

The entrance to the Jagamohan 


STATUE OF THE SUN-GOD AT KONARAK 
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temple is guarded by two stone lions. 
The lions’ manes, that is, the long 
hair round their necks, are so beauti- 
fully carved that they look as though 
one could comb the hair with one’s 
fingers. One paw of each lion is 
lifted up and rests on the back of a 
Small elephant. 


ENTRANCE TO JAGAMOMAN TEMPLE, KONARAKR 
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From the east door we go to the 
north door, which we find has stone 
elephants on either side. On arriving 
at the south door we see that it is 
guarded by horses who are trampling 
down men who have long teeth, curly 
hair, and long knives and shields. 
These figures are probably intended 
to represent wild people of the forest. 
The curved horses look as though 
they are alive and full of energy. 


5 


We will now go on to Bhubanes- 
war. Here there is plenty of sight- 
seeing for our party. If we want to 
do it leisurely we can first of all go 
to Khandagiri and examine the sixty- 
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FENTRANGE TO JAIN CAVE TEMPLES, AT KHANDACIRt JUILL 


three caves at that place, and then 
return to the temples of Bhubaneswar. 
There is a good road from Bhubanes- 
war, and bullock carts are always 
available. 

A quicker way of seeing the caves 
is to take a motor car from Cuttack 
or Khurda Road during fair weather. 
There are many guides only too eager 
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and willing to take us round the 
caves and to explain all that can be 
seen in them. 1 think it will be best 
to leave some of you in charge of one 
or more of these guides, because there 
are such a large number of caves and 
all of them are extremely interesting. 

Let those who wish remain with 
the guides, while the rest of our party 
return to Bhubaneswar. 

The temples of Bhubaneswar date 
from the eighth century A.D. The 
Lingaraja temple is the largest and was 
built in the middle of the eleventh 
century by Yayati, a king of the 
Kesari dynasty of Orissa. 

A famous architect says that it 1s 
the “finest example of pure Hindu 
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THE TEMPLE OF MUKTESWAR 
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temple in India.” Only Hindus can 
enter the enclosure, the high walls of 
which are seven feet thick, and made 
of very large stones which are placed 
one on top of the other. No mortar 
is used to hold them together, which 
shows the marvellous skill of the 
builders. The great tower can be 
seen from outside the wall. It is 180 
feet high and is very fine in design. 
To the north of the Lingaraja 
Temple is the Temple of Raj-Rani, 
one of the gems of Oriya art. To 
the west of the temple is a grove of 
mango trees within which are many 
more temples. Among’ the smaller 
temple, the most famous is the Muk- 
teswar temple. Many of its sculp- 
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tures are very impressive. The most 
attractive are those of a lady mounted 
on a rearing elephant and attacking 
an armed giant ; lions mounted on 
elephants or fighting with other lions; 
and a thin half-starved hermit giving 
lessons to his disciples. In the 
Kedareswar temple there is a small 
shrine to Hanuman, the monkey-god. 
Near this temple is the famous reser- 
voir which is filled with water from 
mineral springs. This water has great 
healing properties and is very effective 
in the case of stomach complaints. 
Sufferers come from far and near to 
drink the water of the holy tank, and 
none of them return home without 
filling their water-pots with a good 
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supply of this wonder-working water. 
The Parasurameswar temple is 
the oldest temple at Bhubaneswar. 
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PARASURAMESWAR TEMPLE AT BRHUBANKESWAR 


The doorway is covered with sculp- 
tures of horses and elephants in 
procession. 
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To the south of Bhubaneswar is 
the famous Dhauli rock on which are 
inscribed some of the edicts of King, 


Asoka. 
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We will now take the train to' 
Jajpur Road and from there go by 
motor bus or car to Jajpur. Accord- 
ing to tradition it was once the capital 
of Orissa, and King Yayati Kesari 
celebrated here the horse sacrifice: 
by inviting 10,000 Brahmins from 
Kanauj. The sculptures of Matrikas. 
of Jajpur are the best specimens of 
Indian art of the period. There is: 
also a monolithic pillar, 22 ft. high 
called Vijayasthambha. 
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Jajpur is also famous for the 
temples of Viraja and Varahanatha. 
There are many other temples. Tra- 
dition says that King Mukunda Deva 
of Orissa was defeated here by the 
Afghans of Bengal in A.D. 1568. 
There is a mosque which was built by 
the Moghul Governors. - 

7 

Our next journey is to Balasore. 
Chandipur on the sea shore, 7 miles 
from Balasore, is a favourite place 
with those who have not the time to 
go further south. “The sea breezes of 
the Bay of Bengal will soon, as the 
saying goes, “blow away the cobwebs” 
of great hot cities like Calcutta. A 
factory was started at Balasore by the 
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East India Company in 1634. The 
right to trade at this place was con- 
firmed by the Delhi Emperor by the 
issue of a Firman. Other nations— 
the Portuguese, the Dutch, the Danish. 
and the French have also traded at 
Balasore in the past. 

Cyclones are not uncommon on. 
this coast. They appear mostly in 
October and November. If you have 
never been in a cyclone you have 
something to be thankful for. 

When a cyclone arrives, terrific. 
winds roar past at 150 miles or more: 
an hour, and very heavy rain and hail- 
storms add to the din. Sometimes a. 
tidal wave comes with a cyclone, and. 
everything in its path perishes. 
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A cyclone is something that we 
do not want to experience on this 
trip or any other trip. 

8 

Whilst we are on the railway in 
Orissa we shall probably pass the 
‘Chilka Lake. Some of the scenery is 
very beautiful and interesting. To 
the west lie the jungle-clad hills of 
the Eastern Ghats. The lake itself 
is dotted with many islands on which 
wild fowl live. The lake is forty-five 
miles long and about ten miles wide. 
About twenty-five miles from the 
Chilka Lake is Ganjam. This used to 
be an important port and was the 
scene of many of the enterprises of 
the East India Company. 
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Further south is Berhampore, the 
headquarters of that district. The 
chief buildings are the Jubilee Hospi- 
tal, the Town Hall, and the Khallikote 
College. Wonderful tussore silk is 
made here, as well as gold-embroi- 
dered turbans. Near Berhampore, on 
the sea-coast, is Gopalpur, which is 
fast becoming a popular sea-side 
resort. There are many hotels and 
boarding houses for us to select from, 
and when our party has comfortably 
settled down we can indulge in 
delightful sea- bathing to our hearts’ 
content. When after exciting tussles 
with the surf, we find ourselves once 
more sitting on the sandy beach, we 
can enjoy the life-giving rays of 
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GENERAL VIEW OF GOPALPUR 


“brother Sun”, as St. Francis of 
Assist would have said. 

We can also watch the fascinating 
catamarans which are the fishing- 
boats of the villagers. How they rise 
and fall in the heavy seas! At one 
moment they appear on the crest of a 
wave, the next they are completely 


out of sight. These catamarans are 
28 
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merely three round beams of cork- 
wood tied together roughly at the 
ends. They cost about Rs. 25 each. 
The fishermen sit astride the catama- 
rans and paddle them out to sea, 
where they let down their fishing-nets. 
Besides the catamarans there are 
other boats called sampans. These 
are made of planks of mango-wood 


A SAMPAN AT GOVALPUR 
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cut roughly to fit and are laced to- 
gether with coir ropes. One wonders 
how such simple boats survive the 
raging seas. Sometimes the nets are 
thrown in a circle and then drawn up 
upon the shore, where the fish lie 
gasping on the sand. What strange 
things come out of the sea ! Sea-snakes, 
three or four feet long ; sea-horses of 
only a few inches ; the usual fish ; 
prawns and lobsters, etc. 

Gopalpur fishermen, like those of 
Puri, wear tall hats which show up 
well when the fishermen are swim- 
ming. It is just as well to take a 
“]ife-saver” with you when you bathe 
in the sea. The undercurrents are 
dangerous. 
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9 
There are a number of Indian 


otis 


States in the 
Orissa Pro- 
vince, Mayur- 
bhanj being 
the largest. 
Baripada is its 
capital. It is 
connected bya 
narrow gauge 
railway from 
Rupsa ‘“Junc- 
ଛି ଛଟ ହି ଖ୍ବୋଞାଉଛ ପଛ ୩01.8; ଠନ 58 
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tion Station on the B.N. R. line. The 
State is a very ancient one, SO 
ancient that its rulers claim to belong 
to the Solar line of kings. From cop- 
per-plate inscriptions dating from the 
9th and 10th century A.D. the Bhanja 
kings of Mayurbhanj were then ruling 
Mayurbhanj from their capital at 
Khiching. There are ruins of temples 
with wonderful sculptures. Many of 
them have been restored by the 
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Archaeological Department of the 
State. 

There are five Projasabhas in the 
State, and recently the enlightened 
Maharaja, Pro-chancellor of the 
Utkal University, has established a 
Central Legislative Assembly. The 
Bhanja dynasty which rules Mayur- 
bhanj, has donated large sums of 
money to the Ravenshaw College and 
educational institutions of Cuttack. 
They have always been patrons of 
Oriya Literature. 

The State has an area of 4000 
square miles with a population of over 
900,000. It is mainly an agricultural 
country, but it exports iron ore, lac, 
timber and hides. Over two lakhs 
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of rupees are spent 
every year on 
schools for the 
people. His High- 
ness the present 
ruler, has installed 
electricity and an 
efficlent water- 
supply in the capi- 
tal, and’ one can 
communicate by 
telephone with any 
place in the State. 
There is a State 
Bank at Baripada. 
His Highnessis the 
Supreme authority 
State, but 
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the administration is carried on by a 
Diwan. The Maharaja is a member 
of the Chamber of Princes. 

The next important State is Keon- 
jhar. It has an area of 4000 square 
miles and nearly 500,000 popula- 
tion. This State is extremely rich in 
manganese and iron ore, a trade 
which the Raja Sahib is doing his 
best to develop. 

Other important States in Orissa 
are Talcher, Patna, Bamra, Sonepur, 
Kalahandi, Gangpur, Sereikella and 
Dhenkanal. The ¢oalfields of Tal- 
cher State are very large and impor- 
tant, and the bamboos found in the 
forests of Angul in that State are used 
for the making of paper pulp. 
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The Maharajas of Parlakimedi and 
Jeypore, and the Raja of Kanika are 
the owners of important zemindaries. 
They have given very large gifts to 
Utkal University and to the Raven- 
shaw College. 

Our visit to Orissa is over. 1 trust 
that you have not found it too tiring 
and that you will soon be ready 
for another journey through the 
wonder land of India. 
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EXERCISES 


Where is Orissa ? 


Name some of the kings and dynasties 
of ancient Orissa. 


What are the chief mineral products of 
Orissa ? 


Give a list of some of the famous 
temples and buildings in Orissa. 


Describe in your own words the 
temples at Bhubaneswar. 


Puri, Balasore and Gopalpur are 
popular sea-side places in Orissa. 
Name any other sea-side resorts in 
India that you have heard of. 


What things come out of the sea ? 


Give a short account of the Mayurbhanj 
State. 


Draw a picture of a palanquin. 
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